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March 22, 2013

Last year, the Maine Charter School Commission granted the Beixter Academy for Technology and Sciente approval to commence
operation as & charter schaol beginning with the 2013-2014 school year: Recant changes to the management of the Portland-
based charter school have raised sevious questions about its viability as'well as concerns dver the application process and
subsequent. approvat granted by the Maine Charter. Schigol Commiission.

On account of these deveiopments, i.am formally reduesting that you conduct a review of the following:

e Has Baxter Academy experienced financial niismanagement.as alleged by its Board of Directors;

s Didthe Mairie Charter:School Cormmission conduet an appropriate review of the Academy’s financial situation when

it submitied its application, and.

& What was the extentof the advice or assistance provided by members.of the Commission 10 the-Academy.siaff

while their application was under itsteview? Was this advice or assistance Inappropriate?’

Furthermiore, Farm asking you 16 immediately susperid contract negotiations with Baxter Academy until the review has been
completed and request that students who havé applied to the-school be ngtified that the school is urider review by your Office.

Alongwith this review, | arm requesting that your office outline the process for filing a formal appeal of the Waine Charter School

Commission decision to grant a charterto Baxter 'A:-:ademy.

o Ba_xter_i\cadem_y E;mtll this review is com pieted_and any: subsequent appeai has been conclﬂded.

As Mayor of Portland, L have an obligation to ensure that funds collectad by the city aré spent appropriately:and | have a deep
interest in making sure that all Portland students receive a high-quality education in a'stable and predictable setting. I AfY surd
you agree that no student should find him/herself withodt aschoalin the middle of yearsimply because the body charged with
_overseeingits operations did riot live up tothe task. Evidence of mismanagement aran insufficient application review should

necessifate-action.

Thank you for your prompt'atiention tH this matter.
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Cc:

Governor Paul LePage

Senate President Justin Alfond

Senate Majority Leader Seth Geodall

Senate Assistant Majority Leader Troy Jackson
Senate Minority Leader Michael Thibodeau

Senate Assistant Minority Leader Roger Katz
Speaker of the House Mark Eves

House Majority Leader Seth Berry

House Assistant Majority Leader Jeff McCabe
House Minority Leader Kenneth Fradette

House Assistant Minority'Leader Alexander Willette
The Portland City Council

Porttand School Board

Portiand City Manager Mark Rees

Portland Corporation Counsel Danielle West-Chuhta
Portland Superintandent Emmanuel Cauik




